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RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (FAMILY VIOLENCE) BILL 2018 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [6.11 pm]: I could 
not let members’ statements pass tonight without also saying something about comments made in the other place 
yesterday about the actions of members of the upper house in relation to the Residential Tenancies Legislation 
Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018. From the very outset, this bill was going to be sensitive. From the 
beginning, I believed that this bill came with a very good, sound principle of trying to assist victims of family and 
domestic violence, and I applaud the principle of that bill. What has been completely frustrating from the very 
beginning is that if the minister who has carriage of this bill, Minister Johnston, and subsequently Minister McGurk, 
really had taken this bill seriously, they would have engaged themselves with members of this house when they 
understood there would be amendments and that it was going to be referred to a committee. They never did that—
not one time. We saw in the Legislative Council over the last couple of days and today Minister MacTiernan, who 
has had carriage of this bill in this place, trying to work her way through a multitude of very genuine amendments 
from members in this house, I might add in support of victims of family and domestic violence. They were very 
genuine attempts to ensure that this bill had some substantial protections for those victims moving forward. It was 
left to the minister in the Legislative Council who had carriage of the bill to have those discussions with members 
of this place who had some issues with the bill. They rightly raised those issues and moved those amendments, as 
they are entitled to do. 
I say to Minister Johnston: if he believes that members of this house had any other intent than to support victims 
of family and domestic violence, it is incumbent on him as the minister to come and engage with those members. 
Do not stand up in the house and suggest that members of the National Party and members of the Liberal Party do 
not support victims of family and domestic violence. How dare he say that! I am exceptionally angry about that 
and I would like an apology, because I am offended. It is not okay for ministers to use their time in the Legislative 
Assembly to create utter rubbish that is then on the public record. That is a reflection on the minister, not on me, 
because my members in the National Party, members of the Liberal Party and members of the upper house have 
had good intentions in making sure that this bill, which was rushed through, is passed. As we saw even in the 
report of the committee, it needed work. I say to the minister: appreciate the work of the Legislative Council and 
understand how it operates, because the minister does not get to determine whether the bill goes to a committee. 
That is not his decision. So when he says, “I would never have agreed for that to happen”, I say to the minister that 
it does not matter what he agrees to, but it does matter that he seeks engagement with the members of this house 
who also have a say on his legislation, which has proven to be wanting, and the committee found that. The minister 
should not stand up in the Legislative Assembly and suggest to and bully and threaten members of this house that 
if we do not support the bill, he is going to let everybody know that we do not support victims of family and 
domestic violence. How dare he say that. I expect to have an apology from the minister delivered through the 
Leader of the House next week, when we get this bill back. 
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